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Maytag Dairy Farm & Phoenix Investors Recognized at Luncheon:
Maytag Dairy Farm
and Phoenix Investors were recognized at the Newton Development
Corporation’s annual Salute to Business and Industry
Luncheon held at
DMACC on October
12th.
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NDC Chair Jo
Jenkins, welcomed those in
attendance and
introduced John
Dannerbeck, the
President and
CEO of Maytag
Dairy Farm. Dannerbeck gave a
Power Point presentation of the Maytag Family Business History in Newton that spanned
well over a hundred years that started with the Parsons Band Cutter & Self Feeder Company, which was co-founded by F.L. Maytag in 1893. Maytag’s first washing machine the
Pastime was built in 1907.
In the 1930’s E.H. Maytag developed a champion herd of Holstein-Friesian dairy cows,
and in 1941 Fred Maytag started making Maytag Blue Cheese. Fritz Maytag assumed the
leadership of the Maytag Dairy Farm in 1962, after his father’s death and served in that
role for 42 years, and was succeeded by John Dannerbeck. In 2004, the Dairy Farm expanded the caves, remodeled the Cheese Plant and moved packaging to the office building at 2282 East 8th Street North. In 2016, the company initiated a year-long remodel to
meet FSMA compliance which just wrapped up a few months ago. The caves are full and
sales of Maytag Blue Cheese have been brisk.
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Joan Tyler and David
Marks from
Phoenix Investors
posing with the
Jim Tyler Entreprenuer
plaque.
Phoenix has
over 60% of
Plant 2 leased.
1941 Fred Maytag started making Maytag Blue
Cheese

Currently 12
companies lease
space at Plant 2.

In 2016, Maytag
Dairy initiated a
year-long remodel to meet FSMA
compliance
which just
wrapped up a
few months ago.

NDC recognized the Maytag Dairy Farm for their long-time commitment to the community. Maytag Blue Cheese is sold worldwide. Also attending the luncheon with John
Dannerbeck were Ken Maytag, Christopher Maytag, Craig Stille, Robert Wadzinski, and
General Manager Myrna Ver Ploeg.
2 ½ years ago Phoenix Investors from Milwaukee, Wisconsin bought the former Maytag Manufacturing Plant from Industrial Realty Group (IRG) who had purchased the 1.8
million square foot facility from Whirlpool in 2007. Unlike IRG, Phoenix Investors saw
an opportunity to fill this space, by investing in the property to make it tenant ready.
Phoenix has filled pits, painted, replaced some roofing, along with other improvements. Even though they aren’t finished with the renovation their efforts have paid off,
as they now have over 60% of the facility leased. The latest company to sign a longterm lease was Global Fiberglass Solutions.
NDC gave Phoenix Investors the Jim Tyler Entrepreneur of the Year award for having
vision to see what their investment would yield. Currently 12 companies lease space at
the former plant.
Attending the luncheon from Phoenix were Frank Crivello, David Marks, Anthony
Crivello, Kurt Jensen, Joel Stueland, Kevin Rose, Patrick Dedering, and Marsha McNeil.
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Newton Housing Development Corporation updates:









Fair Meadows North – Infrastructure continues to be put in at Newton’s newest housing development site.
Once completed, 23 single family homes will be built in this area. Already 6 lots have been reserved, several
will start construction in the spring.
Cardinal Ridge – Building permits have been applied for 2 bi attached homes and 1 single family townhome.
Deed or Restrictions, Covenants & Home Owner Association documents have been filed. NHDC now owns
the former Country Club building and 1.6 acres of ground. The building will be demolished before the end of
the year and the ground will eventually be development ready.
Fountain Hills - Current spec home has an offer pending – Venture Homes has started a new spec home on
Lot 16. City of Newton is looking at options to re-plat the remaining lots to make them more desirable.
Bradford Estates – Teck Builders of Ankeny owns the 5 remaining lots at Bradford Estates and has started
building a spec home on one of the lots.
Woodland Construction – Homes at 1002 & 1024 South 5th Ave. E and 315 East 12th Street S are finished.
1002 S. 5th Ave. E. has an offer pending.
Quail Ridge – Woodland Construction has a spec home underway. There is one lot for sale, and the owner of
the other two lots plans to build two new homes.

Developer for “Greenspace” selected:

Community leaders gathered at DMACC on October 19th to hear pitches from the four finalists selected to
present their ideas for developing the greenspace between the Newton DMACC Campus and the former Maytag
Corporate Campus. This space was the former site of Plant 1.
Snyder & Associates, Shive-Hattery, RDG, and OPN Architects, were each given an hour for their presentation,
and Q &A. Following the last presentation members of the committee met, and discussed each proposal in great
detail, and voted to choose OPN Architects for the project. Jack Topp will be the project manager for his team.
Several meetings will be held in the coming weeks to discuss budget, funding, and more. Three to five design
concepts are due in the final report by mid-March 2018.
Jeff Davidson, Community Coach for Keep Iowa Beautiful chaired the committee, which consisted of, Joe DeHart
and Kim Didier from DMACC, Graham Sullivan, Newton Main Street, Bruce Showalter, NHDC, Craig Armstrong
and Danielle Rogers, City of Newton and Frank Liebl, NDC.
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NDC Presents at Trust Belt Conference:
www.trustbelt.com

Mission Statement
The Newton Development
Corporation strives to improve the economic wellbeing of the Newton community.
We accomplish this through
collaboration with other
community stakeholders to
increase investment in Newton by retaining, growing
and attracting business. Our
success is measured through
growth in employment, population, housing, retail sales,
tax base, healthcare
accessibility and school enrollment.
We will follow these principles and values:
 Honesty
 Integrity
 Respect
 Professionalism
 Teamwork
and an appropriate balance
of transparency and confidentiality.

Economic Developers, Site Selectors, and CEO’s from across
16 states attended the 2017 Trust Belt Conference in Des
Moines, October 22nd through the 24th. The Trust Belt Conference is the only event of its kind focused on the redevelopment of the former US Rust Belt. The Conference in its
third year was held last year in Chicago.
The Newton Development Corporation along with DMACC, City of Newton, and Phoenix
Investors sponsored the breakfast for the attendees on Oct. 24 th. The sponsorship included a ten-minute presentation, which was given by Frank Liebl, Executive Director of
NDC. Liebl gave a brief summary of how Newton went from a community that was
home to a fortune 500 company for over 100 years, to a community that faced many
challenges once Whirlpool decided to shut down the Maytag manufacturing plant and
corporate headquarters in the fall of 2007.
Part of Liebl’s comments, focused on what has happened in Newton since 2007. Twelve
new companies have located in Newton, and nearly 2,000 new jobs have been created.
The DMACC video of the former Maytag Corporate Campus was shown along with the
new - “Get to Know Newton” video.
Attending the conference were Liebl, and Tanya Michener from NDC, Craig Armstrong
from the City of Newton, Rob Denson and Kim Didier from DMACC.
Common message across all of the panelists regarding workforce needs:




More Engineering
More Math
More Entrepreneurial Mindset

“In the traditional sense, promotion always denoted advancement. Today’s
workforce has a new definition of advancement, with a stronger emphasis
on work/life balance. In a knowledge-driven economy, employees seek to
grow their personal and professional lives simultaneously. This has redefined “advancement” to mean learning transferrable skills, expanding areas
of responsibility, and immersion in new technologies.”
No Disruptions by Andrea Belk Olson, MSC
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95 of the 116 students
answered this question:
Would you consider a career in
manufacturing?
MFG Day 2017 is in the books! Manufacturing Day was a success because it united area

50 = yes, 42 = not sure, 3= NO manufacturers looking for workers. Newton
Manufacturers are wanting to combine and
showcase what manufacturing careers look like; then individuals can choose what will
suit them most.
There is just something about seeing the manufacturing process up close. You can
start to envision the engineering, entrepreneurship, & skilled labor that need to combine to produce a product. Newton has a deep history in manufacturing but also in
entrepreneurism, marketing, and engineering.

This is the time, here we go! You are going to see changes in Newton that will involve
needing more workforce. This is a growth “sweet spot” for Cardinal students to be in.
There is opportunity to earn right away, paid
training, and an increase in entrepreneurship
as a greater support systems emerge.
We unite with educators, business, and manufacturers!
Great Website! Elevateiowa.com
Take the Self Assessment Guide!
Engaging videos under Testimonials

What can we do as a community to support this job growth?
If you have a business or organization that would be of interest to the employees at our manufacturers let them know.
(Food Truck, Insurance, Catering, Niche items, recreation, etc…)

Volunteer with Junior Achievement to promote entrepreneurship and career success within the schools.
Look for ways within our community to develop and support
engineering .
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City Election, November 7th – Remember to Vote!
The City Election will be held in Newton on Tuesday November 7th. The polls are open from
7 a.m. until 8 p.m. There are 4 polling places for this election:
Ward 1: Park Centre, 500 1st Street North
Ward 2: St. Luke United Methodist Church, 501 E. 19th St. North
Ward 3: Jasper County Community Center, 2401 1st Ave. East
Ward 4: American Legion, 110 W 4th Street South.

The best way to
thank a veteran is
to give back to our
country.

Absentee ballots are now available at the Jasper County Auditor’s Office, or you can vote at
the Auditors office prior to Nov. 7th.
There are two contested races:
Mayor – Ron Bookout
Michael L. Hansen
Council at Large –

Garfield Berndt III
Evelyn George
Lance C. Hawley
Matthew Holmes
Russell Terlouw

In Ward 2 – Dean Stonner is unopposed
In Ward 4 – Steven G. Mullan is unopposed

Tanya Michener named Associate Director of NDC:
Earlier this year the City of Newton and the Newton Development
Corporation signed an agreement that calls for NDC to take on a
larger role in Economic Development Activities for the City of
Newton. That agreement enabled NDC to have Tanya Michener go
from 2/3 time to full-time and changing her title from Administrative
Assistant to Associate Director.
“We accept the challenge of assisting and advising the City in economic development
activities, and we are pleased to be able to expand Tanya’s role, said Jo Jenkins, Chair of NDC.
“With the additional hours NDC can devote more time working with our employers, our
schools, and collaborate more efficiently with other stakeholders in the community,” added
Jenkins.
NDC offices are located on the second floor at the Newton DMACC Campus, Room 264. Tanya,
can be reached at 641-787-8210 or tanyam.ndc@gmail.com

Everytime you volunteer, vote, run for
office, or maybe you
are called into a profession that demands
great sacrifice you are
thanking a Veteran.

Military.com states it
well: “...the economic
theory called comparative advantage says
that it is not very efficient to take on every
task you are capable
of doing. Instead, you
are supposed to specialize in the tasks you
are relatively better at
compared to other
tasks. This works for
countries, for states,
for companies, even
for the division of labor in families.”
military.com/militaryappreciation-month/whymilitary-people-serve.html
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THE SPEEDWAY DISTRICT: A LAND USE CONCEPT FOR EXIT 168:

SIGNS OF THE TIMES:
A sign in a shoe repair
shop in Vancouver reads:
“We will heel you.” “We
will save your sole.” “We
will even dye for you.”
A sign on a Blind and Curtain truck: “Blind man driving.”

In a Podiatrist’s office:
“Time wounds all heels.”
On a Maternity Room
door: “Push” “Push”
“Push”
In a Restaurant window:
“Don’t stand there and be
hungry, come in and get
fed up!”
On a Plumber’s truck: “We
repair what your husband
fixed.”

Development of land around Exit 168 has fallen short of community goals and property owner hopes. This has led to the City of Newton to commission a land use study to
investigate options and develop a potential program that can help take full advantage
of the Speedway, Interstate 80 access, surrounding market opportunities, and Newton’s community features. The 1,220 acre core study encompasses the four quadrants
of the interchange and an area north and east of the Speedway south of Interstate 80.
However, surrounding features and possibilities suggest an area of influence that expands the original study into neighboring parcels in all four directions.
The Study conducted by RGD Planning and Design included:
 An analysis of the site, including land use and environmental factors
 An examination of the development impact of other speedways in comparable
settings.
 Conversations with property owners within the study area it identify potential
goals.
 Overall principles to guide a development concept
 A land use and development plan.
Mayor Mike Hansen said, “This is the most comprehensive land use study that has
been done since development started at exit 168. With cooperation of the land owners and the continued work of our development partners, I’m confident we will be
successful in attracting significant business investment at exit 168 soon.”

