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TPI COMPOSITES EXPANDS PRESENCE IN NEWTON:
TPI Composites, INC
(TPI) (Nasdaq:TPIC),
announced on November 8th that it will
expand it’s presence
in Newton by entering into a new, fiveyear supply agreement with Proterra Inc. to be the supplier of composite bus bodies for Proterra’s Catalyst
(R) zero-emission electric buses from its existing Rhode Island manufacturing facility and a
new manufacturing plant in Newton. TPI will leasing space in the former Maytag Manufacturing Plant for this project.
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“We are excited to expand our relationship with Proterra and to support Proterra’s continued growth in the electric bus market as well as continue to demonstrate TPI’s deep
advanced composite technology capabilities across multiple industry segments,” remarked Steve Lockard, TPI’s President and CEO. TPI on November 17th was awarded over
$1.5 million dollars in incentives for their $6.7 million dollar investment.
Proterra is a leader in the design and manufacture of zero-emission heavy-duty vehicles,
enabling bus fleet operators to significantly reduce operating costs while delivering
clean, quiet transportation to communities across the United States. To date more than
400 vehicles have been sold to 42 different municipal, university, airport and commercial
transit agencies in 20 states. The bus bodies built in Rhode Island and Newton will be
shipped to Proterra’s factories in South Carolina and California. The agreement calls for
TPI to supply Proterra with 3,350 bus bodies over the five-year period.
“Obviously we are very excited to have TPI expand their footprint in Newton,” said Frank
Liebl Executive Director of the Newton Development Corporation. “TPI will hire about
100 people and start manufacturing in second quarter of 2018 and eventually will employ 350 workers,” added Liebl.
TPI employs 1,050 at their wind turbine facility in northeast Newton.
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As we enter the final
month of 2017, we
want to thank-you for
your continued investment in NDC. Your
investment and for many
of you, your time and
commitment to serve on
our board and committees is greatly appreciated!
Happy Holidays!
~ Frank & Tanya

MAKING
HISTORY:
NEWTON’S
INCREDIBLE
REBOUND...
http://bit.ly/2Ahsj6J

NEWTON MANUFACTURING OFFICE BUILDING HAS NEW OWNERS:
Newton Elite Properties, LLC comprised of Julia Prendergast, Rick Roush, and Josh and Becky
Firkins will take over ownership of the former Newton Manufacturing office building at 1205
First Avenue East.
Newton Manufacturing declared bankruptcy in 2015. The company’s assets were acquired by
HALO Branded Solutions from Sterling Illinois. HALO downsized the Newton operation and
moved to 1801 North 13th Avenue East. The trustee for the bankruptcy court hired HILCO Real
Estate from Chicago to try and sell the 37,000 square foot building on the 3.7 acres, but didn’t
have any interested parties. HILCO even put the building up for auction on September 12, 2017
and didn’t receive any qualifying bids, so the auction was cancelled.
Newton Elite Properties than entered the picture and finally came to terms with the trustee.
Closing is slated for December 4th.
“We are pleased that Newton Elite Properties has acquired this building. We showed this
building to potential buyers over the past 2 years but just couldn’t get a deal done,” said Frank
Liebl, Executive Director of NDC.
“We are pleased the building has
sold, and are confident that Newton
Elite Properties will soon have
tenants occupying space in that
building,” added Liebl.
Julia Prendergast and Rich Roush in
a separate deal had previously
purchased the former Newton
Manufacturing Warehouse building
east of the office building and has
filled that space with 4 tenants.
(pictured at right)
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Cardinal Ridge Development Underway:
Groundbreaking ceremonies were held at Cardinal
Ridge on November 13th on the land acquired by the
City from Bill Talsma on what was once part of the
Newton Country Club. Groundbreaker Homes from
Clive will be constructing 4 bi-attached and 10 single
family homes on the 4.25 acre subdivision.
Groundbreaker started digging the first foundation on
November 14th. Two spec homes will be completed in
the spring, one bi-attached duplex and a single family
home.
Becky Roozenboom, Executive Director of Groundbreaker Homes said they were excited to get
this project underway. This is second project that Groundbreaker has undertaken in Newton. As
they finished and sold all 5 homes they built 2106/17 in northeast Newton, just west of Agnes
Patterson Park.
Pictured below is the former Country Club building being burned down by the Newton Fire
Department during a training exercise that was held on November 18th.

RANDOM TRUTHS:
I don’t have gray hair;
I have “wisdom highlights.” I’m just very
wise.

If God wanted me to
touch my toes, He
would’ve put them on
my knees.

Find out more about the Newton Fire
Department on the city’s new
website: www.newtongov.org

Old age is coming at a
really bad time.

Last year I joined a
support group for procrastinators.
We haven’t met yet!
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NHDC To Purchase 70.7 Acres in Northeast Newton
The Newton Housing Development Corporation (NHDC) has reached an agreement to purchase 70.7 acres of land in
Northeast Newton for future subdivision
development. The land, owned by the
Helen Barton Trust, has the potential to
create as many as 155 new lots allowing
for continued investment in housing.
"Looking at the 2017 building permits and
the planned new housing starts for 2018,
I believe that all existing lots in Newton
will be built out by the end of 2020,” stated Bruce Showalter, Director of the NHDC. “Newton is in the beginning of a housing boom and
we need to start planning new subdivisions now so we have buildable lots well into the future.”
Housing development has increased rapidly in the last several years. So far in 2017, the City of
Newton has issued 11 single family building permits and 6 duplex building permits. The 23 total
new units being constructed because of these permits is double the amount in 2016. Since the
creation of the Newton Single Family Home Construction Incentives, there have been 32 qualifying homes built within city limits.
“The 23-lot subdivision that we are currently working on, Fairmeadows North Plat 8, is very popular,” stated Jennifer Cook, current President of the NHDC Board of Directors. “We are very excited to come to an agreement to purchase this new land adjacent to our current subdivision.”
The agreement will allow NHDC to purchase the land and approach the City of Newton to help
build infrastructure in phases over the next ten years utilizing economic development grants.
This is similar to the process that NHDC took with the development of Fairmeadows North Plat
8. NHDC will pay the City of Newton back with funds generated from lot sales and taxes from
the Urban Renewal Area that is being created in this area.
The land, located north of Berg Middle School and Fairmeadows North, including the current
Fairmeadows North Plat 8 subdivision, has been of interest to the NHDC for years
“For more than 25 years we have identified this property as the next logical housing development in our area, but for many reasons, it was not a feasible option,” said Bev Price, who has
served on the NHDC board since its inception. “With its proximity to our newest public school,
Interstate 80, shopping and local parks we feel this property will enhance the already developing subdivision in Fairmeadows North.”
The City of Newton has already paved N 11th Ave E, Newton Waterworks has installed larger
water mains, and with the recent completion of Fairmeadows North Plat 8, electric and gas utilities are easily accessible. The area also features easy access to the Hike & Bike Trail as well as is
ideally located by Berg Middle School and Agnes Patterson Memorial Park.
A concept master plan was created several years ago and shows the possibility of dozens of new
lots with green spaces, connecting trails and streets. This concept shows how the area could
look in the future and how it continues to move forward the goal to provide housing as called
out in the City of Newton’s Comprehensive plan.
(source: http://www.newtongov.org/CivicAlerts.aspx?AID=590)

More single family
homes have been
platted in 2017 than
there have been in
the last 12 years in
Newton.
New buildings this
year for McDonalds,
Lauterback Buick/
GMC, Kinetic Edge,
Anytime Fitness.
Expansion and renovation at Maytag
Dairy.
Downtown Façade
improvements and
investments by
building owners.
2nd story housing
continuing in downtown.
Great new retail to
add to existing
downtown retail.
New corporate
headquarters for
Van Maanen Electric
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Get to Know Newton Leadership Class Starts January 30 th

Mission Statement
The Newton Development
Corporation strives to improve the economic wellbeing of the Newton community.
We accomplish this through
collaboration with other
community stakeholders to
increase investment in Newton by retaining, growing
and attracting business. Our
success is measured through
growth in employment, population, housing, retail sales,
tax base, healthcare
accessibility and school enrollment.
We will follow these principles and values:
 Honesty
 Integrity
 Respect
 Professionalism
 Teamwork
and an appropriate balance
of transparency and confidentiality.

The Newton Development Corporation is again pleased to partner with the Jasper Community Foundation and the DMACC Newton Campus to offer the Get to Know Newton
Leadership Class. The class is held on Tuesday evenings in room 224 at the Newton
DMACC Campus. The 8 week course runs from January 30th through March 20th.
Jan. 30th
Feb. 6th
Feb. 13th
Feb. 20th & Feb. 27th
Mar. 6th
Mar. 13th
Mar. 20th

Economic Development – Challenges & Opportunities
City Government & Services
Education & Workforce Development – Needs and Challenges
Real Colors TM – Personality Profile
Law Enforcement & Crisis
Health and Human Services
Graduation

In this leadership course you will learn about the key issues facing Newton and how to
get involved.
You will interact with local leaders who will share their experience and insights through
informal Q&A sessions. You’ll also participate in interactive leadership exercises, including the Real ColorsTM Personalilty Profile that focuses on communication and work
styles.
Class size is limited to 22 participants. Here are comments from some who have taken
the class.

“Newton is an amazing community. The Get to Know Newton Leadership program
helped me to know what a truly remarkable community we live and work in.”
Wade Sheeler.
“Highly recommend participating in this class. There are so many hidden gems and
positives in Newton that need to be seen and heard. This class will prove that.”
Steph Langstraat.
Tuition is $250, however half that amount will be covered with a grant from the Jasper
Community Foundation. Registration deadline in January 23rd 2017. You can pick up a
brochure at the Newton Development Corporation office at room 268 at DMACC or go
to our website at www.newtondevelopmentcorporation.com and click on the Leadership registration information link.

