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FROM THE DESK OF THE CITY ADMINISTRATOR...
City of Newton Council Member Jeremy Biondi has announced his
resignation from the Newton City Council to focus on family, faith, and
business. Biondi represented Ward 1 on City Council. Biondi submitted his
resignation from City Council effective January 1, 2018 stating, “I would like
to thank you for the opportunity to serve. It has been a struggle to balance
these duties and maintain my responsibilities as your Councilman. I have
enjoyed my time serving on the City Council and look forward to helping
the community that has supported Moo’s in the past three and a half years.”
The City Council will be tasked with filling the vacancy in Ward 1 at a future
city council meeting.
At their regular meeting on January 3rd, the Zoning Board of Adjustment unanimously approved
a motion to deny the variance request by Alliant Energy for a 140’ tower proposed to be located at
the sub-station facility at 2600 North 4th Avenue East. The Zoning Board of Adjustment, during their
discussion, found that the proposal could not meet the six decision criteria found within the zoning
code [(158.178(B)(1)(b)]. Specifically, the board determined that the proposed tower at 140’ would
pose a detriment to the neighborhood.
During the January 2nd City Council meeting, the Council heard presentations and requests for
funding from partner organizations. These organizations included the Newton Development
Corporation, Newton Housing Development Corporation, Newton Main Street, Newton YMCA, HIRTA,
RSVP, IMPACT Community Action Partnership, and United Way of Jasper County.
UPCOMING COMMUNITY EVENTS
• January 10 - Anytime Fitness Ribbon Cutting & Open House
• January 11 - What Should You Know About Gambling? at the Newton Public Library

CONTINUE READING THE CITY
OF NEWTON WEEKLY REPORT TO
LEARN WHAT’S HAPPENING IN THE
ADMINISTRATION DEPARTMENT &
ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT.
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ADMINISTRATION DEPARTMENT
COMMUNITY LEADERSHIP
FORUM

DAVIS NAMED TO BVU
DEAN’S LIST

A Community Leadership Forum
was held at the EJH Beard
Administration Center. The goal of
the Leadership Forum is to foster
communication between community
leaders in a collaborative effort
to bring prosperity and growth to
Newton.

Katrina
Davis,
Administrative
Services Manager, was named to
Buena Vista University’s (BVU)
Dean’s List for terms one and two.
Students named to the Dean’s List
must have a minimum grade point
average of 3.5 for the two terms,
based on a 4.0 grade point system,
and must have taken at least 12
hours of coursework. Davis attends
BVU’s Newton site.

The forum, hosted by the Newton
Community School District and
the City of Newton, featured State
Senator Chaz Allen (District 15),
State Senator Amy Sinclair (District
14) and State Representative Wes
Breckenridge (District 29). State
Senator Jeff Edler (District 36) was
also introduced during the forum.
Each legislator was able to discuss
their upcoming legislative goals
and issues facing the state and
local communities. A question and
answer session was held after
introductions and topics discussed
ranged from health and human
services to tax reform.

Community Leadership Forum

EMPLOYMENT
OPPORTUNITIES
The City of Newton is now
accepting applications for three
positions: Equipment Operator,
Groundskeeper,
and
Diesel
Mechanic.
Specific job details are listed on
the website at www.newtongov.org.
There has been an outstanding
response so far with applications
due on January 12th at 4:00 p.m.

PROPERTY TAX
DISTRIBUTION FY 17/18
After the regular City Council
meeting on Tuesday, January 2, a
budget workshop took place. During
the workshop Lisa Frasier, Finance
Officer, presented the graphic to
the right to show the property tax
distribution a property owner pays
in Newton.
The City does receive 40% but the
other 60% is shared split between
the school district, Jasper County,
DMACC, county assessor and ag
extension. The amount the City
receives is what the City is able
to work with when it comes to the
budget process.
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ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT DIVISION
CARDINAL RIDGE
CONSTRUCTION
CONTINUES

COURTHOUSE SQUARE
RETAIL A “TOP PRIORITY”

Despite the frigid temperatures and
winter weather, Ground Breaker
Homes is continuing construction
on both their single family and twinstyle townhomes in the Cardinal
Ridge subdivision. Homes will be
ready for showing come springtime,
with a second townhome scheduled
to break ground as soon as those
currently under construction are
completed. For details on the
new homes in Cardinal Ridge,
contact Kalen Ludwig at kalen@
peoplescompany.com.

The results of a December
City Council workshop Council
members agreeing that downtown
retail is one of the Top 2 priorities
for 2018-19. With downtown
second story housing and the Hotel
Maytag project, new residents in
the downtown will increase the
demand for new retail and service
businesses in the area. The City
plans to partner with Newton Main
Street to fill at least five of the
eight vacant store fronts on the
courthouse square with a variety of
retailers.

“PROUD TO KNOW
NEWTON” WELCOMES
TANYA MICHENER AND
NDC
Tanya Michener, Associate Director
of the Newton Development
Corporation, will be the special
guest on next Thursday’s “Proud
to Know Newton” radio show, 6:00
to 6:30 pm on KCOB 95.9 FM.
The show, hosted by Development
Specialist
Craig
Armstrong,
features
representatives
from
community
stakeholder
organizations, businesses and
government agencies, and focuses
on the positive developments in
our community. Michener, whose
role was expanded into a full-time
position with NDC last September,
will review the organization’s
economic development impact in
2017 and look ahead to the projects
and events planned for 2018 as
well.
BARTON TRUST LAND TO
BE ACQUIRED BY NHDC

Cardinal Ridge

Newton Housing Development
Corporation
has
successfully
negotiated for the purchase of a 70
acre parcel of land directly north of
the Fairmeadows North subdivision
and west of Agnes Patterson Park.
The parcel is owned by the Barton
Trust and is currently leased to a
local farmer for crop production.
When platted, the land will yield
around 150 single family home lots,
which will be developed in several
phases over the next two to five
years to accommodate a growing
demand for single family homes in
the northeast area of Newton.

For more information on the updates in this weekly report, please contact Matt Muckler, City Administrator, mattm@newtongov.org, Katrina Davis,
Administrative Services Manager, at katrinad@newtongov.org; Lisa Frasier, Finance Officer at lisaf@newtongov.org; or Danielle Rogers, Community
Marketing Manager at danieller@newtongov.org.
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