instagram.com/GetToKnowNewton
facebook.com/GetToKnowNewton
twitter.com/GetToKnowNewton
NewtonGov.org

CITY OF NEWTON WEEKLY REPORT
Week of January 12, 2018

FROM THE DESK OF THE CITY ADMINISTRATOR...
The Finance Department has been busy this week adding budget
numbers in the financial system and reconciling these numbers.
The budget workshop after the January 15, 2018 Council meeting
will include Department Head budget presentations and an update to
employees compensation numbers. Property tax valuations will also
be presented as the City has received final numbers from the County.
On January 9, 2018 there was a early morning shooting at 807 1/2 N
2nd Ave W. Police were called to the scene. The two male suspects,
who were known to the victim, had fled the scene and the victim had
been transported to the local hospital for treatment. The suspects
were identified and nationwide warrants were issued that afternoon. At 4:07 p.m., one
suspect turned himself in at the Newton Police Department and at 4:29 p.m. the second
suspect was arrested at 801 1st Ave W without incident.
UPCOMING EVENTS
• January 12 - Canvas & Wine Class at Centre for Arts & Artists - 6 p.m.
• January 13 - Newton Cardinals Bowling Senior Day at Cardinal Lanes - 9 a.m.
• January 14 - Watercolor Lesson at Centre for Arts and Artists - 6 p.m.
• January 15 - Local Author Book Signing at Newton Public Library - 6:30 p.m.
• January 16 - Lunch & Learn Eat Your Way to a Healthier Life at Skiff Medical Center - 12
p.m.
• January 17 - Winter Wonderland Painting Class at Newton Public Library - 6 p.m.
• January 17 - Newton Park Board Meeting at City Hall - 6:15 p.m.
• January 18 - Newton Community Marketing Board Meeting at City Hall - 5 p.m.
• January 21 - Watercolor Lesson at Centre for Arts and Artists - 6 p.m.
• January 22 - Home Organization with Jaime Price at Newton Public Library - 6 p.m.
• January 25 - Greater Newton Area Chamber of Commerce Annual Meeting - 5 p.m.
• January 25 - Newton Cardinals Wrestling Senior Night at Newton Senior High School 6:30 p.m.
• January 29 - Preserving Your Past: Archiving at Home at Newton Public Library - 6 p.m.

CONTINUE READING THE CITY OF
NEWTON WEEKLY REPORT TO LEARN
WHAT’S HAPPENING IN PLANNING &
ZONING, PUBLIC WORKS & COMMUNITY
SERVICES.
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PLANNING & ZONING DEPARTMENT
HISTORIC PRESERVATION
COMMISSION

ZONING BOARD OF
ADJUSTMENT

The
Historic
Preservation
Commission held their regular
meeting on January 8, 2018. They
approved the Rotary Maytag Park
Terrace project with the guidance
to utilize a colored concrete per
the State Historic Preservation
Office’s suggestions. Public Works
has agreed to return the project to
the board if the design needs to
change.

The ZBA met on January 3, 2018
and continued discussion on
a variance request from Alliant
Energy for a telecommunications
tower located at their substation at
2600 N 4 AVE E. The Zoning Board
of Adjustment did not grant the
variance request at their meeting.

Rita Reinheimer and Tanya
Michener have agreed to serve on
a subcommittee of the commission
to oversee the Preserve Iowa
Summit
Conference
Planning
for 2019. Volunteers from the
Community Marketing Board, Main
Street, and the Jasper County
Museum are being sought for
the planning committee. As the
conference nears, many volunteers
will be needed to make the event
successful.

The Downtown Grant Review
Board met on December 20th.
Three requests were heard- E-Clips
Hair Salon (221 1st Ave W), First
Choice Realty (328 1st Ave W),
and Book Trader/Tan America (217
N 2nd Ave W). The Board made
a recommendation on the E-Clips
project finding it met the design
guidelines,
and
subsequently,
Council Approved the grant and
program agreement for the project.
The Board has requested that
the other two applicants take
advantage of the free design
services offered by Main Street as
both of the remaining proposals had
elements that did not align with the
design guidelines. Staff provided
this guidance to the applicants. The
State Main Street architect will be
in Newton later this month.

DOWNTOWN SSMID
BOARD
The Board has been gathering
signatures for the renewal of the
Downtown SSMID at $1.50 per
$1,000 of taxable valuation. State
Code requires that signatures
representing 25% of the total
owners and 25% of the total
valuation be obtained. The SSMID
Board is nearing the 50% mark and
plans to present an ordinance to
the City Council at the first meeting
in February (2-5-2018)

BUILDING ACTIVITY
For the month of December, the
City issued 25 Development
Permits- 6 Building Permits, 11
Electrical Permits, 2 Plumbing
Permits,
and
6
Mechanical
Permits. For the calendar year
2017, project valuation has totaled
$37,843,104.00.

DOWNTOWN GRANT
REVIEW BOARD
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PUBLIC WORKS
PUBLIC WORKS
OPERATIONS - STREETS
DIVISION UPDATE
In 2015, the City of Newton utilized
13 outdoor warning sirens located
through city limits. As part of the
Safe Community Initiative within
the City’s Comprehensive Plan,
staff began planning a replacement
schedule of old outdoor warning
sirens that did not have battery
backup, as well as to improve the
coverage throughout the city..
Since the schedule was created,
seven outdoor warning sirens have
been replaced, thee sirens were
eliminated and a couple of sirens
were moved to new locations to
provide better overlap coverage.
The most recent included two
sirens located adjacent to Maytag
Park and HA Lynn Stadium and on
S 8th Ave E just west of the YMCA..
PUBLIC WORKS
OPERATIONS - LANDFILL
UPDATE
Staff continues construction of
the new storm water detention
basin. This storm water detention
basin will be several acres in
size; it will eventually replace the
existing storm water detention
basin as future landfill cells will be
constructed in that area. To date,
6,100 cubic yards of black dirt and
1,400 cubic yards of clay have been
removed from the area. The clay is
utilized for intermediate cover and
the black dirt will be used for future
cell closures.

NEW WARNING SIREN BEING INSTALLED AT S 8TH AVE E

PUBLIC WORKS
OPERATIONS - PARKS &
GROUNDS
Parks & City Grounds staff
completed install of the ice rink
at Maytag Park in December.
They continue to perform routine
maintenance on the ice rink. On
January 7th, staff was told that
between 20 - 30 people used the
rink. While the rink is installed, the
West Shelter at Maytag Park is
left open and firewood is available
for use, free of charge. Parks &
City Grounds staff also installed
a pet waste station at the start of
the Hike/Bike Trail along Highway
14. This was paid for by Friends of
Newton Parks.

ICE RINK MAINTENANCE

PUBLIC WORKS
OPERATIONS - WATER
POLLUTION CONTROL
Wastewater staff took advantage of
the slightly warmer temperatures
to perform maintenance on the
sanitary sewer collection system.

PET WASTE STATION

SANITARY SEWER MAINTENANCE
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COMMUNITY SERVICES
SANITARY SEWER
CONNECTION AND
SERVICE AGREEMENT
Community Services staff, in
conjunction with Public Works,
has secured a Sanitary Sewer
Connection and Service Agreement
with Yes Companies for their Sunrise
Terrace housing community at 2305
E 19th St N. This agreement, which
was approved by City Council on
December 18, 2017, requires Yes
Companies to pay a minimum
connection fee of $20,000 to the
City if they move forward with their
proposed upgrades and connect
their housing community to the
City’s sanitary sewer system. The
estimated annual sewer service
billing for this property, which would
begin once this property were to
connect, would be about $20,400.
This agreement was prepared
with the City having no financial
outlay or future ownership of Yes
Companies’ proposed sanitary
sewer improvements.

MAYTAG POOL
The 2017 attendance at Maytag
Pool totaled 14,220 people, which
averages 158 people per day
during the 90 day season. 283
season passes of various types
were sold, along with 8,052 daily
admission tickets. Other 2017
numbers include: 37 reserved pool
parties were held, 76 children were
enrolled in swim lessons, and 93
dogs attended the Dog Swim at the
end of the season.

NUISANCE CODE
ENFORCEMENT
In 2017, the Code Enforcement
Inspector received 658 new
nuisance complaints for review.
Although most of these cases were
either unfounded or eventually
corrected by the property owner, 82
cases ended with the abatement
of the nuisance being completed
either by the Code Enforcement
Inspector or a contractor. Of these
82 abatement cases, the cost
to abate the nuisance was then
assessed to the property, with an
average assessment of $165 levied
per property.

For more information on the updates in this weekly report, please contact Erin Chambers, Director of Planning & Zoning, at erinc@newtongov.org,
Jody Rhone, Director of Public Works, at jodyr@newtongov.org, or Brian Laube, Community Services Manager, at brianl@newtongov.org.
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