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FROM THE DESK OF THE CITY ADMINISTRATOR...
Thursday, January 25 was the Greater Newton Area Chamber of Commerce’s
Annual Dinner. The event included an update on city from Mayor Mike
Hansen, an update from U.S. Rep. Dave Loebsack, and the Chamber’s
annual board meeting. The Key Award was presented to Aaron Groves and
Robbie Robinson from Discover Hope 5:17 and the Community Service
awarded to Lin Chape. Newton Community School District employees were
recognized with the Excellence in Education awards. Those who recognized
included Megan Machin, Emerson Hough Elementary School; Todd Lucas,
Newton Senior High School; Paula Lureman, Thomas Jefferson Elementary
School; Brian Springer, WEST Academy and Kristi Peters, Woodrow Wilson
Elementary School. A sixth award, the Above and Beyond Award, was given
to Thomas Jefferson custodian Denny Klingensmith. Ending the evening was Mike Draper, owner of
Des Moines-based RAYGUN, who shared the story behind “the greatest store in the universe”.
The Iowa League of Cities is once again hosting the Introduction to Planning and Zoning for
Local Officials workshop. This workshop is a three-hour session designed to introduce the basic
principles of land use planning and development management to elected officials, planning and
zoning officials, and board of adjustment members without formal training in the subjects. Using
case scenarios in a highly-interactive format, the workshop highlights issues frequently faced in the
land use process, such as the roles and responsibilities of the planning and zoning commission, the
board of adjustment, and the elected council and board of supervisors. It also will highlight legal
issues frequently faced by local officials, such as variances, special uses, nonconforming uses, spot
zoning, hearing procedures, and conflicts of interest. The nearest workshop is in Ankeny on April
2nd. If interested in attending, please contact City Clerk Katrina Davis.
UPCOMING EVENTS
• January 27 - Free Community Movie at Capitol II Theatre - 10 a.m.
• January 29 - Read with Orion at Newton Public Library - 3:30 p.m.
• January 29 - Preserving Your Past: Archiving at Home at Newton Public Library - 6 p.m.
• January 30 - Make & Take Slime at Newton Public Library - 6 p.m.

CONTINUE READING THE CITY OF
NEWTON WEEKLY REPORT TO LEARN
WHAT’S HAPPENING AT THE NEWTON
POLICE DEPARTMENT & NEWTON FIRE
DEPARTMENT.
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POLICE
2017 CRIME STATS AND CALLS FOR SERVICE
Preliminary crime statistics and calls for service numbers have been compiled for 2017. The Newton Police
Department received 221 more crime reports in 2017 compared to 2016. Although crime reports increased
slightly in 2017, reports overall have been at a record low when compared to the number of crimes reported
since 2000.

Calls for service numbers reached a record high for the department in 2017, with officers responding to over
18,266 calls throughout the year. This is a 12% increase over 2016. Calls for service account for citizens calling
the police for assistance, 911 calls, crime reports, traffic stops and other services the Newton Police Department
provides to the community.
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SERGEANT PROMOTIONS
ANNOUNCED

K9 SMOKEY’S CHRISTMAS
EVE DRUG BUST

The Police Department is pleased
to announce the promotions of
Officer Jon Schuler and Officer
Dillon Lavely to the position of
Sergeant. Sergeant Schuler and
Sergeant Lavely are assigned to
the patrol division.

On the evening of Christmas
Eve 2017 a Newton Police
Officer conducted a traffic stop
and
subsequently
requested
the assistance of K9 Smokey
and Officer Walker. Upon being
deployed on the vehicle K9
Smokey alerted to the presence
of narcotics in the vehicle. The
following items were located in the
vehicle: two firearms, ammunition,
1.6 grams of Methamphetamine,
prescriptions pills, brass knuckles,
2 scales and various items of drug
paraphernalia. The male driver was
arrested on numerous drug and
weapons charges. He has since
pleaded guilty to the charges. Great
job K9 Smokey and Officer Walker!

Sergeant Schuler began his career
with the Newton Police Department
in 2010 after serving one year as
a reserve officer with the Delaware
County Sheriff’s Office. Since
joining the police department
Jon has served as a traffic safety
officer,
field
training
officer,
tactical team leader, and most
recently as a detective with the
Mid-Iowa Narcotics Enforcement
Task Force. Jon is an Indianola
native and a graduate of the Iowa
Law Enforcement Academy and
Kirkwood Community College.
Sergeant Lavely began his career
with the Newton Police Department
in 2014 after serving with the
Chariton Police Department since
2011. Since joining the police
department Dillon has served as
a field training officer, defensive
tactics instructor, impact weapons
instructor, CPR instructor and
women’s self-defense instructor.
Dillon is a native of Garden Grove
and is a graduate of the Iowa Law
Enforcement Academy, Indian Hills
Community College and Buena
Vista University.
FEBRUARY LUNCH AND
LEARN
The
Police
Department,
in
partnership with Jasper County
Crime Stoppers, is planning a Lunch
and Learn with community leaders
on February 19th to discuss the
latest crime trends and announce
the launch of a new community
policing program within the
community. Members of the Jasper
County Crime Stoppers group will be
on hand to discuss their successes
in 2017 and future program goals.
Invitations will be going out to

Sergeant Jon Schuler and Sergeant Lavely are
pictured above.

Items found after K9 Smokey alerted to the
presence of narcotics in a recent traffic stop

community leaders within the next
week. Future meetings will be held
in neighborhoods throughout the
community as part of the program
launch. More information to come
on this event.

K9 Smokey and Officer Walker
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FIRE
CHIEF WELLIK ATTENDS
FIREFIGHTER DAY ON THE
HILL
Each year the Iowa Association
of Professional Fire Chief’s, the
Iowa Firefighters Association, and
the Iowa Fire Chief’s Association
host a legislator breakfast to bring
forward awareness of needs in
the Iowa Fire Service. This year
provided information to legislators
regarding funding for replacement
of the Bureau Chief at the Fire
Service Training Bureau. In
addition, legislation is being crafted
to allow for departments to receive
a supplemental reimbursement for
the transport of Medicaid patients.
BADGE PINNING
CEREMONY HELD FOR
FIREFIGHTERS
On Friday, January 19, 2018, the
Newton Fire Department hosted a
ceremony to “pin the badges” on two
recruits who just completed their first
12 months with the fire department.
Firefighter/Paramedic
Treaver
Willis was hired on 12/15/2016 and
Firefighter/Paramedic Kyle Esrey
was hired on 1/15/2017. Each
of them has completed the one
year probationary period. Friends
and family were in attendance to
witness the event.

State Representative Wes Breckenridge and Chief Wellik during Firefighter Day on
the Hill

The Badge Pinning Ceremony on January 19

PALS TRAINING
This past week paramedics with the
Newton Fire Department completed
an eight hour course on Pediatric
Advanced Life Support (PALS).
PALS is a classroom, video-based,
Instructor-led course that uses
a series of simulated pediatric
emergencies to reinforce the
important concepts of a systematic
approach to pediatric assessment,
basic life support, PALS treatment
algorithms, effective resuscitation
and team dynamics.

PALS Training
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ISO CLASS 4 / 4Y
The Newton Fire Department completed an ISO/PPC audit and inspection in 2017 and maintained a rating of
4/4X. This rating places Newton Fire Department in the top 9% of rated fire departments in Iowa and top 26% in
the country
The Insurance Service Organization (ISO) collects information on municipal fire-protection efforts in communities
throughout the United States, and then analyzes the relevant data using a Fire Suppression Rating Schedule
(FSRS). They then assign a Public Protection Classification (PPC) from 1 to 10. Class 1 represents exemplary
public protection, while Class 10 indicates that the area’s fire-suppression program doesn’t meet the minimum
ISO criteria.

Facts and Figures from ISO Mitigation, December 2017 - www.isomitigation.com

The Newton Fire Department began modernizing its apparatus and operations many years ago, with the goal
of providing the best fire protection achievable. Building on the hard work of several generations of firefighters,
the men and women of the Newton Fire Department set high training standards, kept apparatus and equipment
updated and in top working order which allowed the Newton Fire Department to maintain this high rating.
WHAT DOES THIS MEAN TO THE RESIDENTS OF NEWTON?
ISO’s Public Protection Classification (PPC™) information plays an important part in the decisions insurers make
affecting the underwriting and pricing of property insurance. In fact, most U.S. insurance companies — including
the largest ones — use PPC information in one or more of the following ways:
•
•
•
•

to identify opportunities for writing new business
to manage the quality of community fire protection across their book of business
to review loss experience in various rating territories
to offer coverages and establish deductibles for individual homes and businesses

Insurance companies — not ISO — establish the premiums they charge to policyholders. The methodology a
company uses to calculate premiums for property insurance may depend on the company’s fire loss experience,
underwriting guidelines, and marketing strategy.
Here are some general guidelines to help you understand the benefits of improved PPC ratings for residents and
businesses:
•
•

PPC may affect the underwriting and pricing for a variety of personal and commercial insurance
coverages, including homeowners, mobile home, fine arts floaters, and commercial property (including
business interruption).
Assuming all other factors are equal, the price of property insurance in a community with a good PPC
is lower than in a community with a poor PPC.

The Newton Fire Department would like to thank the residents of the City of Newton for their support in helping
us to collaboratively maintain this high rating. We would also like to thank all current and former firefighters,
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officers, chiefs, administrators, mayors and city council members. We could not have done this without each of
your help. We continue to strive to bring you, our customers, the best possible service and value in fire protection
and emergency services.
MORE DETAILS ON THE ISO/PPC CLASSIFICATION SYSTEM
By classifying communities’ ability to suppress fires, ISO helps the communities evaluate their public fire protection
services. The program provides an objective, countrywide standard that helps fire departments in planning and
budgeting for facilities, equipment, and training. By securing lower fire insurance premiums for communities
with better public protection, the PPC program provides incentives and rewards for communities that choose to
improve their firefighting services. ISO has extensive information on more than 44,000 fire-response jurisdictions.
Several factors are considered when determining the PPC classification:
•
•
•

50 percent of the score looks at your local fire department, including staffing, training, geographic
distribution of firehouses and adequacy of the fire equipment.
40 percent of the score takes into account the community’s water supply, including the placement and
condition of fire hydrants and the amount of water that’s available to put out fires.
10 percent of the score measures the efficiency of emergency communications, such as the 911
system and the number of emergency dispatchers

For more information on the updates in this weekly report, please contact Rob Burdess, Chief of Police, at robb@newtongov.org or Jarrod Wellik, Fire
Chief, at jarrodw@newtongov.org.
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