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CITY OF NEWTON WEEKLY REPORT
Week of February 9, 2018

FROM THE DESK OF THE CITY ADMINISTRATOR...
City staff has continued work on the FY19 Annual Budget proposal this
week. Our goals in this stage of the budget process included: 1) bringing
our ending fund balance for FY19 as of June 30, 2019 to at least 25% of
revenues, 2) further reducing the deficit in the employee benefits fund,
3) reinstating some of the onerous cuts in the non-operating portions of
our budget, 4) enhancing our ability to successfully manage the rental
inspection program in FY19, and 5) adding critical equipment purchases to
the FY19 budget proposal.
The Advisory Board for the Newton RAGBRAI Organizing Committee met
with RAGBRAI staff this week. The Advisory Board consists of Mayor Mike
Hansen (City of Newton), Steve Mullan (City of Newton - City Council), Tanya Michener (Newton
Development Corporation), Dan Goetz (Newton Daily News), Doug Cupples (Jasper County Board of
Supervisors), Bob Callaghan (Newton Community School District) and Kim Didier (Des Moines Area
Community College). Danielle Rogers, Community Marketing Manager; Amanda Price, Executive
Director of the Greater Newton Area Chamber of Commerce; and Katrina Davis, City Clerk also
attended the meeting. General information and guidance was provided by RAGBRAI staff. The
Advisory Board will continue to set up the Newton RAGBRAI Organizing Committee’s Executive
Committee over the next few days.

UPCOMING EVENTS
• February 9 - Chamber Ribbon Cutting for Katie Jane Photography LLC (101 1st Avenue East) at
4:30 p.m.
• February 10 - Jasper County Conservation DIY Prairie Seris at Neal Smith Refuge at 10 a.m.
• February 10 - Jasper County Conservation Cross Country Ski and Snowshow at Jacob Krumm
Nature Preserve at 1 p.m.
• February 12 - Blues Under the Blues Roof at Newton Public Library at 6:30 p.m.
• February 12 - Newton Cardinals Legacy Night at Newton High School at 7 p.m.
• February 13 - Yoga at the Library at Newton Public Library at 6 p.m.
• February 14 - Brown Bag Lunch & Learn at Jasper County Historical Museum at 12 p.m.
• February 16 - Chamber Ribbon Cutting at Centre for Arts and Artists’ Geisler Gift Shop at 12 p.m.

CONTINUE READING THE CITY OF
NEWTON WEEKLY REPORT TO LEARN
WHAT’S HAPPENING IN PLANNING &
ZONING, PUBLIC WORKS & COMMUNITY
SERVICES.
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PLANNING & ZONING
HISTORIC PRESERVATION
COMMISSION
The
Historic
Preservation
Commission did not meet on
Monday, February 5th. They will
plan to meet on March 5th for
their regular meeting. With the
appointment of Mark Hallam to the
Newton City Council, the Historic
Preservation Commission will now
have a vacancy to be filled. In
order to meet the gender balance
requirements of State Code, a man
should be appointed to the position.
On February 21st, staff from the
State Historic Preservation Office
will be coming to Newton for a kickoff meeting to plan for the Preserve
Iowa Summit 2019.
ZONING BOARD OF
ADJUSTMENT
The ZBA met at 4:30 p.m. on
February 8, 2018 to hear a
Conditional Use Permit Application
for an auto sales business as
1504 West 4th Street North.
The Conditional Use Permit was
approved.

BUILDING TRADES BOARD
The Building Trades Board met
at 5:30 on February 8,2018 to
hear an appeal on the Notice
and Order issued for 715 West
4th Street North, following a drug
task force raid at the property in
November. The Notice and Order
required testing and cleaning of
dangerous substances per Chapter
3 of the 1997 Uniform Code of the
Abatement of Dangerous Buildings.
The Building Trades Board denied
the appeal, but did offer further
clarification to the appellant on what
dangerous substances needed
to be tested for (those found and
documented in the police reports).
Also at the meeting, the Building
Trades Board began discussion on
the Building and Fire Code Update
process. They were given a binder
with materials from the Central
Iowa Code Consortium on their
recommendations for the 2015
Codes. In general, the goal for the
update is to remain consistent with
the State of Iowa and the Central
Iowa region to provide consistency
for contractors doing work in
Newton.

DOWNTOWN SSMID
BOARD
On January 24th, the SSSMID
Board filed a letter requesting
consideration of the establishment
of a district with a duration of 10
years at the rate of $1.50 per $1,000
taxable value. This is the first step
of a multi-month renewal process.
A public hearing was set by Council
to be held on March 5th.
BUILDING ACTIVITY
For the month of January 2018,
the City issued 19 Development
Permits- 6 Building Permits, 5
Electrical Permits, 1 Plumbing
Permit, and 7 Mechanical Permits.
Total valuation Year-to-Date for
projects is $357,000.
UPCOMING MEETINGS
SSMID Board: February 12, 2018,
7:30 AM, Public Works Conference
Room
Planning and Zoning Commission:
February 20, 2018, 5:00 PM,
Newton City Hall
Building Trades Board: February
21, 2018, 5:00 PM, Newton City
Hall
Historic Preservation Commission:
March 5, 2018: 1:00 PM, Public
Works Conference Room
Zoning Board of Adjustment: March
7, 2018: 4:30 PM, Newton City Hall
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PUBLIC WORKS
SNOW REMOVAL UPDATES
Public Works utilizes staff and
equipment from all of the PW
divisions to assist with snow
removal operations.

attachment used for sidewalk snow
removal.

Parks
Operations
staff
are
responsible for snow removal in all
downtown alleys and city owned
parking lots and their sidewalks and
many of the city owned properties
such as, City Hall, Newton Public
Library, Police and Fire parking
lots and sidewalks, D&D properties
sidewalks, in addition to the Parks
and Cemeteries.

Water Pollution Control staff is
responsible for snow removal of
the Cul-de-sacs, dead end streets,
Water Pollution Control Plant
and the numerous pump stations
access roads and parking lots
throughout the city. WPC utilizes
two of their own pickups with snow
plows and a slide in sander box in
addition to utilizing their front-end
loader to accomplish these snow
removal tasks.

The
Parks
Operations
staff
converts many of their pieces of
mowing equipment for multiple
different tasks throughout the year,
such as a mower with a snow blade

Public Works Operations / Landfill
staff are responsible for snow
removal operations at the landfill.
This includes their interior roads,
parking lots , the active cells. They

will also help the staff in the Streets
Division in addition to helping with
the Streets division.
The Streets Division is responsible
for snow removal operations on
all other city streets. The crew is
divided into two shifts when snow
removal operations require. This
allows the crew to be out plowing
the streets 24/7 as needed, by
working 2-12 hours shifts.
Public Works Operations / Streets
staff are also responsible for
removing and hauling the snow
away from downtown. This is done
the night or nights following the
snow event and all of the streets
have been plowed.

Downtown snow removal operations include using a front-end loader to load out snow.

Parks Operations mower with a snow blade
attachment used for sidewalk snow.
Downtown snow removal operations include using a snow plow wing truck to remove snow.

3

PARKS OPERATIONS
UPDATE
Parks Operations staff continues
to make improvements at Maytag
Pool during the off season. Crews
installed an eye wash station in
the pool chemical building, and
continue to repair or replace broken
or leaking pipes.
WATER POLLUTION
CONTROL UPDATE
WPC staff perform most pump
repairs in-house. Attached is a
picture of WPC employee Galen
Modlin repairing on a 40 horsepower
sewage pump.
Parks Operation recently installed an eye wash
station in Maytag Pool’s chemical building.

Galen Modlin, Water Pollution Control, repairs a
40 horsepower sewage pump.
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COMMUNITY SERVICES
BOYS CLASS 3A STATE
GOLF TOURNAMENT
AT WESTWOOD GOLF
COURSE
The Iowa High School Athletic
Association (IHSAA) has selected
Westwood Golf Course as the
host site for the 2018 Boys
Class 3A State Golf Tournament.
Approximately 70 competitors,
along with their coaches and a few
hundred spectators, are expected
to attend. Play will begin at noon on
Thursday, May 24th and continue
into Friday, May 25th.
Competitors will be playing 18 holes
each day, with the IHSAA paying
for the use of the course. Spectator
carts will also be made available
to rent for families and friends
coming to watch the tournament.
In addition to the two actual days
of competition, most teams that
qualify for this tournament normally
play a few practice rounds at the
host site prior to the tournament.
This additional use of the course
will increase the number of rounds
played,
generate
additional
revenue, and also showcase
Westwood Golf Course to a large
number of out-of-town golfers.

CONSTRUCTION
SPECIFICATIONS UPDATE
Community Services staff has
begun work on updating Newton’s
Supplemental Specifications to
the 2018 editions of the SUDAS
(Statewide
Urban
Design
and
Specifications)
Standard
Specifications and the SUDAS
Design Manual. The SUDAS
Standard
Specifications
and
Design Manuals are both updated
annually by a state-wide advisory
committee, making it necessary
to update Newton’s Supplemental
Specifications to accurately reflect
references to various items in these
new editions.

The SUDAS Standard Specifications
have been used on nearly all public
improvement projects and other
right-of-way construction work in
Newton since their initial approval
by City Council in 1998. The SUDAS
Design Manual is used as a design
guide by the City and developers
when preparing plans for public
improvements, subdivisions, and
other projects. Sections in SUDAS
include information on contract
documents and plan preparation,
project administration, stormwater,
sanitary sewers, water mains,
roadway design, geotechnical,
erosion control, parking lots,
utilities, street trees, street lighting,
sidewalks, bike trails, traffic signals,
and trenchless construction.

For more information on the updates in this weekly report, please contact Erin Chambers, Director of Planning & Zoning, at erinc@newtongov.org, Jody
Rhone, Director of Public Works, at jodyr@newtongov.org, or Brian Laube, Community Services Manager, at brianl@newtongov.org.
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