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CITY OF NEWTON WEEKLY REPORT
Week of March 9, 2018

FROM THE DESK OF THE CITY ADMINISTRATOR...
Mayor Mike Hansen and members of the City staff made presentations on
successes in the past year and upcoming projects for 2018 at a leadership
forum held on Thursday, March 8th attended by about 40 community
members. Representatives from each department and division within the
City gave a brief summary of the work that is being accomplished in their
areas and their top priorities for the coming year.
Representatives from OPN and Hitchcock Design Group were in town this
week to kick off the DMACC Greenspace Design Concept Project. The design
team met with an advisory group, City staff, elected officials, residents, and
DMACC representatives to discuss the background of the site and gain an
understanding of general design preferences from the various groups.
The Get to Know Newton Leadership class that includes several City employees toured the Jasper
County Law Enforcement Center this week. Jailer Rod Eilander provided an informational tour of the
facilities and demonstrated use of equipment. Sheriff John Halferty described how the department
works with other agencies to provide law enforcement services though out Jasper County. Police
Chief Rob Burdess spoke with the group regarding services that the City of Newton Police provides
to the community, including ways that citizens can help his department reduce crime in their own
neighborhoods. Thanks to all for a very informative and interesting evening.
UPCOMING EVENTS
• Jasper County Conservation DIY Prairie Series at the Refuge on March 10, 2018, 10:00 AM - 11:00 AM @
Neal Smith Wildlife Refuge’s Prairie Learning Center
• MAME presented by Newton Community Theatre on March 10, 2018, 7:30 PM - 10:30 PM and March 11,
2018, 2:00 PM - 5:00 PM @ Newton Community Theatre - Based on the Novel by Patrick Dennis and the play
AUNTIE MAME and directed by Wanda Blount & Rachel Faidley. “Life is a banquet, and most poor suckers
are starving to death!”
• Fireworks Town Hall Meeting at March 12, 2018, 7:00 PM - 8:30 PM @ DMACC Newton Campus Auditorium
- The City of Newton’s elected officials will hold a town hall meeting on fireworks at the DMACC Newton
Campus Auditorium beginning at 7 p.m. on Monday, March 12th.
Find more events at www.newtongov.org/communitycalendar

CONTINUE READING THE CITY OF
NEWTON WEEKLY REPORT TO LEARN
WHAT’S HAPPENING IN PLANNING &
ZONING, PUBLIC WORKS & COMMUNITY
SERVICES.
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PLANNING & ZONING
HISTORIC PRESERVATION
COMMISSION
The
Historic
Preservation
Commission met on March 5th.
They reviewed the Maytag Park
Rotary Seating Project and
discussed
downtown
historic
signage.
On February 21st, staff from the
State Historic Preservation Office
came to Newton for a kick-off
meeting for planning the Preserve
Iowa Summit 2019. The Summit
will be held June 6, 7, and 8, 2019.
ZONING BOARD OF
ADJUSTMENT
The ZBA met on March 7, 2018
and
heard
Conditional
Use
Permit Applications for the Global
Fiberglass Storage Yard/Facility
located in the southwest corner of
the former Maytag Plant II property
(along E 8th Street N) and a new
campground at the Iowa Speedway
located south of the track, but on
the Iowa Speedway property.

SITE PLAN REVIEWS

BUILDING ACTIVITY

The KOA Campground has filed a
site plan for a campsite expansion
project. Staff continues to work with
engineers for the Hardee’s site plan
and anticipates a submittal this
month.

For the month of February 2018,
the City issued 13 Development
Permits- 3 Building Permits, 4
Electrical Permits, 3 Plumbing
Permit, and 3 Mechanical Permits.
Total valuation Year-to-Date for
projects is $627,000.

BUILDING TRADES BOARD

Building permit submittals have
been received and are under review
for the Van Maanen Headquarters
Building at 500 Iowa Speedway
Drive and Kwik Star at 1910 1st
Avenue East. Building permits have
also been filed just this week and
are under review for the first two
new homes in the Fairmeadows
North Plat 8 subdivision.

The Building Trades Board met on
March 7, 2018 to continue their
review and discussion on the 2015
Building and Fire Codes and any
possible local amendments. In
general, the goal for the update is to
remain consistent with the State of
Iowa and the Central Iowa region to
provide consistency for contractors
doing work in Newton. As part of
the process, the Board will host an
open house/informational meeting
for contractors prior to making
their final recommendation to City
Council on the new codes.

UPCOMING MEETINGS
Downtown SSMID Board: March
12, 2018 at 7:30 am (Public Works
Conference Room)
Planning and Zoning Commission:
March 20, 2018 at 5:00 pm (Council
Chambers)
Historic Preservation Commission:
April 2, 2018 at 1:00 pm (Public
Works Conference Room)

Kwik Star submitted the above design for their new building as part of the building permit submittal
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PUBLIC WORKS
PARKS OPERATIONS
UPDATE

WATER POLLUTION
CONTROL UPDATE

Parks staff has been busy doing
tree work between a month filled
with snow removal and cemetery
burials. Westwood Golf Course
has been the site of most of the
tree removal. With the damage to
trees from the Emerald Ash Borer
starting to show, removing the
trees is becoming a priority, before
it becomes public safety issue.
With over 30 Ash trees still left at
Westwood Golf Course, efforts are
underway to have them removed in
the next couple of years.

Water Pollution Control staff is
responsible for maintaining the
80 miles of sanitary sewer mains
throughout the city and their 7 lift
stations. Once the sewage is inside
the WPC plant there are miles of
piping carrying the sewage through
varying stages of the treatment
process, before being released into
Cardinal Creek. The environment of
a WPC plant is very corrosive and
there are hundreds of mechanical
and electrical components to
maintain within a WPC plant.
There is constant maintenance
that needs done to prevent failures
of the equipment from corrosion
alone, in addition to wear items and
equipment that just breaks from
years of use.

Parks Operations staff continue
to pursue grants for trees to help
implement a tree replacement
program. In conjunction with Red
Pride Day, in 2017, the Parks
Operations, along with other Public
Works Operations, utilized high
school students to plant over 50
trees in parks and city right of ways.
Educating the students, as well as
the public, in tree diversity. This
will help reduce the impact of loss
of certain species of trees in the
future.

WPC employees installing new pumps,
pipes and valves in addition to painting and
completing routine maintenance of older
existing equipment at the WPC plant.

PUBLIC WORKS
OPERATIONS / LANDFILL
UPDATE
In 2014 the landfill created a 24/7
free yard waste and recycling
area outside the front gates of the
landfill. This has been an extremely
popular addition to the landfill
services. Since creating this area
for citizens to bring their yard waste
anytime day or night at no charge,
the amount of yard waste the landfill
receives is massive. This yard
waste has to be managed. Landfill
staff has been busy hauling this
waste to an area where it can be
placed into large windrows, these
windrows are turned on regular
basis to assist in the decomposing
process until it is broken down to
the point it can used as a beneficial
use at the landfill. This material can
be used for filling rills and promoting
vegetative growth on areas of
closed cells at the landfill. At any
time year round there are several
of these windrows in various stages
of decomposing. Landfill staff has
to periodically move these piles of
yard waste from the customer drop
off area to the decomposing area to
create room for citizens to continue
to drop off their leaves and grass.

The yard waste from the 24/7 free yard waste
and recycling area

Removing trees damaged by Emerald Ash Borer
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PUBLIC WORKS
OPERATIONS / STREETS
UPDATE
Public Works Operations / Streets
crews have been busy building new
barricades and repairing old ones to
replace the damaged or stolen ones
during the previous construction
season. Since the announcement
that Newton will be an overnight
stop for RAGBRAI, Public Works
Operations crews are building an
additional 50 sets of barricades.
Having hosted RAGBRAI overnight
previously, we know there will be a
need to have more barricades than
what we currently stock, to block off
everything that will be asked of us.
Public Works Operations employees cutting the wood and building new barricades.
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COMMUNITY SERVICES
WESTWOOD GOLF
COURSE
With the warm weather this past
weekend; Westwood Golf Course
was able to open for the first time
in 2018. Nearly 100 rounds of golf
were played on March 3rd and 4th,
with over one-third of these rounds
being played by non-season pass
holders. In addition to local golfers,
groups from Marshalltown and Des
Moines took advantage of this early
season golf weekend at Westwood.
DEMOLITION PROJECT
2018 - 01
The City recently acquired 523 &
525 W 4th St S, and 319 & 321 E
8th St S, with the intent to demolish
the structures on these properties
through the Dangerous and
Dilapidated Program. On February
19, 2018 City Council approved a
contract for $129,744.55 with ConStruct, Inc. of Marshalltown, Iowa
for the Demolition 2018-01 Project.
This project includes the asbestos
abatement and demolition work at
all four of these addresses. The
completion date of this project is
April 30, 2018.

2018 MAYTAG BOWL
NEWTON ROTARY
SIDEWALK PROJECT
In 2017 the Newton Rotary Club
offered a donation of up to $30,000
dollars to the City of Newton for the
purpose of improving viewing areas
near the Maytag Bowl. City staff met
with members of the Rotary Club
and developed a plan to construct
an ADA-accessible paved seating
area and sidewalks near the existing
handicap parking and mature
shade trees. The new seating area
would allow people, particularly the
elderly or handicapped, to view
events at the Maytag Bowl in a
shaded and easily accessible area
at the top of the hill generally west
of the Maytag Bowl. To complement
the seating area, new benches and
picnic tables will be purchased with
the remaining funds committed by
the Rotary Club. On March 5, 2018
City Council approved a contract
for $15,155.00 with TK Concrete,
Inc. of Pella, Iowa for the concrete
portion of this project, which is
scheduled to be completed on or
before May 11, 2018. Installation of
the benches and picnic tables will
follow upon their delivery.

TITLE VI AND ADA 2017
REPORTS
Community Services has completed
preparing both the Title VI Annual
Accomplishment Report for 2017,
and also the Americans with
Disabilities Act (ADA) Transition
Plan update for 2017. The Title VI
Annual Accomplishment Report
is completed each year to reflect
updates and changes related to the
City’s Title VI Non-Discrimination
Program, which is a requirement to
receive state and federal funds and
grants for various projects. The ADA
Transition Plan is updated annually
to reflect the City’s progress and
goals to complete construction
of ADA-compliant upgrades of
sidewalk ramps, parking lots, and
other City-owned facilities.

For more information on the updates in this weekly report, please contact Erin Chambers, Director of Planning & Zoning, at erinc@newtongov.org, Jody
Rhone, Director of Public Works, at jodyr@newtongov.org, or Brian Laube, Community Services Manager, at brianl@newtongov.org.
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