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FROM THE DESK OF THE CITY ADMINISTRATOR...
The Newton RAGBRAI Committee will hold a Town Hall meeting on Monday,
April 9, 2018 in the DMACC Newton Campus Auditorium located at 600 N 2nd
Ave W, Newton, IA. The event will begin at 6:00 p.m. Newton residents are
encouraged to attend the meeting to hear updates from committee members,
get a first look at the Newton logo and theme and have an opportunity to
submit questions. Seating will be limited. As information becomes available,
it will be shared on Newton RAGBRAI’s social media and website.
The City of Newton Police and Fire Departments will be purchasing 35 handheld and 29 mobile radios to comply with communications upgrades within
Jasper County. The Jasper County Sheriff’s Office has been upgrading their
system and the current radios used by Newton’s public safety personnel are no longer compatible.
The equipment will be purchased from Racom. Police radios will be installed by Racom and Karl
Chevrolet Emergency Vehicles and fire radios will be installed by Racom.

UPCOMING EVENTS
• Jasper County Conservation - Canoeing the Mississippi - April 11, 2018, 10:00 AM - 11:00 AM @ Jasper
County Conservation: Former JCCB Naturalist Mark Wagner will be back to share stories and talk about
his adventures canoeing the Mississippi River with his brother, John.
• Jasper County Historical Museum Brown Bag Lunch - April 11, 2018, 12:00 PM - 1:00 PM @ Jasper County
Historical Museum: Avery Wilson gives a unique look at Newton’s football history from 1903 to the present.
For more information, please contact the Museum at 641-792-9118.
• National Weather Service Annual Storm Spotter Course - April 11, 2018, 6:30 PM - 8:30 PM @ Jasper County
Community Center
Find more events at www.newtongov.org/communitycalendar

CONTINUE READING THE CITY OF
NEWTON WEEKLY REPORT TO LEARN
WHAT’S HAPPENING IN PLANNING &
ZONING, PUBLIC WORKS & COMMUNITY
SERVICES.
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PLANNING & ZONING
HISTORIC PRESERVATION
COMMISSION

ZONING BOARD OF
ADJUSTMENT

The
Historic
Preservation
Commission met on April 2nd.
They approved a motion to apply
for an HRDP (Historic Resource
Development Program) Grant to
assist with the hiring of a consultant
to complete the nomination papers
for two potential residential historic
districts located on First Avenue
East and West.

The ZBA met on April 4, 2018
to continue discussion on the
Conditional Use Permit for Global
Fiberglass Solutions Storage Yard
located in the southwest corner of
927 N 19th Avenue E (accessed
from East 8th Street North). The
conditional use permit was granted
with conditions:

BUILDING TRADES BOARD
The Building Trades Board met
on March 21, 2018 to continue
their review and discussion on the
2015 Building and Fire Codes and
any possible local amendments.
In general, the goal for the update
is to remain consistent with the
State of Iowa and the Central Iowa
region to provide consistency for
contractors doing work in Newton.
At the board’s next meeting on
April 11th, they will review the 2015
IBC, the last of the series of codes.
Soon, staff and the board will
provide a public open house/input
opportunity for area contractors on
the updates. Discussion of a date
for that opportunity will occur during
their next meeting.

•
•
•

A combination of screening and
security fencing surrounding
the site
A gate provided at the East 8th
Street North entrance to restrict
access to the area
The fence and the gate shall
be completed within a 3-month
timeframe, with staff having the
ability to grant an extension
if the applicant has shown a
good-faith effort to comply.

BUILDING ACTIVITY
For the month of March 2018,
the City issued 38 Development
Permits- 10 Building Permits, 12
Electrical Permits, 6 Plumbing
Permit, 6 Mechanical Permits,
and 4 Demolition Permits. Total
valuation Year-to-Date for projects
is $7,444,000.
UPCOMING MEETINGS
Downtown SSMID Board: April 9,
2018
Building Trades Board: April 11,
2018
Historic Preservation Commission:
May 7, 2018
Zoning Board of Adjustment: May
9, 2018

In addition, they reviewed a front
yard setback variance request
for 1314 Glenway Drive for the
construction of an attached garage
citing the topography of the
property, the curvilinear nature of
the front property line, and the nonconforming nature of the property
as reasons the variance could be
granted.
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PUBLIC WORKS
PARKS OPERATIONS
UPDATE

PUBLIC WORKS
WASTEWATER DIVISION
UPDATE

The winter storm on March 25th
included a lot of ice accumulation
on trees. This resulted in a lot of
cleanup work for the Parks Staff.
We have had a couple of groups
volunteer their services to help with
the cleanup process. The boys golf
team will be having a work day at
Westwood Golf Course. A group
of dedicated disc golfers will be
helping with cleanup at Maytag
Park.
Crews have been busy adding
sand to the bunkers (sand traps)
at Westwood Golf Course. Sand
is trucked in and added to specific
bunkers. The bunkers are checked
annually, and the ones that lack the
required sand depth are topped off.
A sand trap rake is used almost
daily throughout the golf season.
This machine is used to groom the
sand. Westwood has 33 bunkers
total.

Public Works Wastewater Division
operates and maintains the city’s
sanitary sewer collection system.
Duties include, televising, flushing,
and root cutting of sanitary main
lines.
Sewer televising is performed by a
robotic camera that is lowered into
a sewer line through a manhole.
The camera is attached to a cable
that runs back to a television truck
where wastewater staff control
the camera’s speed, move it
forward or back, change its angle
of perspective, and digitally record
and document a visual image of a
pipeline’s interior.
The limb in the picture was a large branch that
actually took out the power line to the shelter at
Sunset Park.

These photos show the camera system used to
televising the sanitary sewer collection system.

The sand trap rake is used to groom sand at
Westwood Golf Course.
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PUBLIC WORKS
OPERATIONS SNOW PLOW
OPERATOR APPRECIATION
Newton Public Works Operations
staff recently was thanked for their
efforts in snow removal operations.
Students from the Newton Christian
School hand wrote thank you cards
and presented the operators with a
poster showing appreciation for the
long hours and dedication to snow
removal operations within the City
of Newton.
Public Works Operations staff have
spent time at the Newton Christian
School with a wing snowplow
truck talking about the importance
of snow removal and giving the
students an opportunity to receive
a “hands on experience” with the
equipment.

Public Works Operations received a thank you from Newton Christian School students. Pictured are
Mark Stevens, Jeff Talbot, Bryce Moes, David Hartz, Brandon Modlin, Galen Hammerly, City Mechanic
Andy Ratliff, and Matt Forck.
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COMMUNITY SERVICES
CEMETERY RULES &
REGULATIONS UPDATE
The City of Newton has operated
Union Cemetery for many years,
and had recently assumed control
of Memorial Park Cemetery.
Because the City’s cemetery rules
and regulations did not apply to
the operations of Memorial Park
Cemetery, a new set of rules and
regulations covering both City
cemeteries were needed.
In 2017 City staff began preparing
a set of proposed rules, based on
the existing rules already in place
at Union Cemetery. Staff also
sought the input of local funeral
homes, monument companies,
and Veteran’s groups several times
throughout the process. On March
19, 2018, the Newton City Council
approved by resolution the 2018
Cemetery Rules and Regulations.
The new rules and regulations
consist of mainly additions related
to Memorial Park Cemetery,
revisions in addresses and titles as
a result of the 2017 reorganization
in Public Works, and clarifications
of vague or incomplete rules. Per
the Veteran’s comments, only a few
minor clarifications were made in
those sections related to Veteran’s
Blocks V-1 and V-2 at Union
Cemetery.

MAYTAG POOL UPDATE
With the opening of Maytag Pool
scheduled for May 31st, City staff
continues making preparations for
the 2018 pool season. In addition
to the hiring of seasonal lifeguards
and concession stand workers later
in April, updates and revisions are
being made to the pool’s operations
and safety manuals. Staff will
also complete a mock inspection
of the entire facility in late April to
assure any noted deficiencies can
be corrected prior to opening day.
Numerous repairs to the pool and
adjacent buildings have already
been completed by Public Works
staff since the pool closed for the
2017 season. Changes to the
concessions operations are also
being finalized, with the goal to
increase its efficiency.
Please call 641-792-1470 with any
questions related to the pool.

The new rules and regulations can
be viewed at: www.newtongov.
org/380/Rules-Regulations
Please call 641-792-7116 with any
questions related to the cemeteries.
For more information on the updates in this weekly report, please contact Erin Chambers, Director of Planning & Zoning, at erinc@newtongov.org, Jody
Rhone, Director of Public Works, at jodyr@newtongov.org, or Brian Laube, Community Services Manager, at brianl@newtongov.org.
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