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Every citizen can make a difference in moving Newton forward and
making it a better place to live. That’s a key message of this class. By

Dan Skokan
Director/Emeritus

meeting community leaders and volunteers, learning about current

Brian Buch

projects and activities and asking questions, the class discovered that

Mike Fastenau

what happens in Newton depends on people getting involved and
working together. Whatever your interests, there’s an opportunity.

Pictured above
- Evelyn George
is the 2018 Get to
Know Newton Leadership Class.
Graduation was held at the Newton DMACC Campus on March 20 th. Hors d’oeuvres
were served and each class participant spoke briefly about their class experience.
The eight week course met on Tuesday evenings for 2 hours at various locations to
hear from community leaders on Economic Development – City Government – Education & Workforce – Law Enforcement and Crisis Management, - Health and Human
Services, and they spent 2 sessions doing the Real Colors Personality Profile.
The Get to Know Leadership Class is taught by Evelyn George and is a collaborative
effort of the Jasper Community Foundation, DMAAC/Newton and the Newton Development Corporation.
Front row: Kristi Cummins, Lisa Bernal, Kimberly Hunter, Deb Muckler,
Michelle Heisdorffer, Leann Tipton, Jody Rhone, Zach McNew, Lannie Schafroth,
Back row: Troy Garton, Bret Miller, Meg Outhouse, Evelyn George, Carol Camp,
Rex Heisdorffer, Jon Schuler, Joe Grife.
Not pictured: Lisa Frasier, Joe Otto, Danielle Rogers, Dillon Lavely, Angie Wells,
Marlene Stout
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Newton Job Fair Held March 8th
The 2018 Newton Job Fair was held
Thursday March 8th 4:30-6:30 with 95
attendees and 42 companies vying for
workforce. The number of companies is
roughly the same the last three years
but the attendees were down slightly
which could be due to unemployment in
Jasper county hovering around the 3%
mark.

Tech Trending
simplified:
No-collar workforce—
The rise of automation
may require companies
to reinvent worker
roles.
Blockchain—
Most commonly used
for digital currencies.
Will allow consumers
and suppliers to connect
directly. Becoming used
for all types of transactions, which can help
reduce fraud.
UI overhauls (user interface)


Sounds



Cards



Video

“Part of attending a job fair
for the companies is also
being able to network with
each other, discovering mutual benefits, or compatible
services.” says Tanya Michener, event coordinator.
HIRTA public transit was
able to offer Free Rides to
the job fair and the following companies donated
door prizes: Goodwill Career Connection Services, HIRTA, Newton Development Corporation, Capitol II Theater, and the Newton Chamber of Commerce. For the employers the Eye
Care Center of Newton held a drawing that the winner would then receive a Free Comprehensive Eye Exam and $250 towards a pair of glasses.

This event is free for all the companies to participate in; DMACC Newton campus provides
the space and marketing for this event. Iowa State University Extension & Outreach provides funding for advertising the job fair. Goodwill Career Connection provides services for
the job seeker and the employer as well as staffing for the event itself, while NDC coordinates and manages the job fair. This is a great collaboration, providing employers with additional resources to help them gain the workforce they need.
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You are invited April 9th:
The Newton RAGBRAI ® overnight committee will hold a Town Hall meeting on Monday,
April 9, 2018 in the Newton DMACC Auditorium located at 600 N 2nd Ave W, Newton,
IA. The event will begin at 6:00pm. Newton residents are encouraged to attend the
meeting to hear updates from committee members, get a first look at the Newton logo
and theme and have an opportunity to submit questions. Seating will be limited.

Members of the various overnight committees will be on hand to provide the latest
updates on the planning of the event. Committees include Campgrounds, Housing, Food
and Vendors, Publicity, Hospitality, Transportation, Safety and Ride Right, Sanitation,
Events and Activities, Information Center and Volunteers, among others. The Publicity
Committee will unveil that evening the Newton logo and theme for the July 25 celebration
of visiting RAGBRAI ® cyclists and guests.

The evening will end with a Q&A session. Attendees will have the opportunity to write
questions on cards as they arrive to the meeting. Cards will be collected and distributed to
appropriate committee members for response that evening, as time allows. A FAQ page
will be available on the Newton RAGBRAI ® website: http://www.newtonragbrai.com/.

As information becomes available, it will be shared with the media and posted online and
on social media sites. A Newton RAGBRAI ® Facebook page has been created: https://
www.facebook.com/newtonragbrai/.

DMACC Greenspace Project Moving Along:
On Monday, March 5th the Greenspace Steering Committee, and Community Leaders met
with representatives from OPN Architects and Hitchcock Design team. The all-day meeting
gave representatives from DMACC, the City, NDC, NHDC, Main Street, Chamber of
Commerce, Centre for Arts and Artists, City Council, and a group of employers to meet
with the OPN/Hitchcock Design Team. The various groups met in one-hour sessions and
saw designs of several projects they have created in cities across the Midwest. The groups
where then given an opportunity to discuss what they would like to see developed in the
greenspace.
A follow-up meeting on April 4th will focus on the Project Steering Committee hearing the
presentation of three alternate proposals of the Greenspace from the OPN/Hitchcock
Design Team. “We will then begin discussion of the alternatives with the goal of working
toward a decision on a preferred alternative,” said Jeff Davidson, Newton Home Town
pride coach who is chairing the Greenspace Steering Committee.

Mission
Statement
The Newton Development Corporation
strives to improve the
economic well-being of
the Newton community.
We accomplish this
through collaboration
with other community
stakeholders to increase investment in
Newton by retaining,
growing
and attracting business. Our success is
measured through
growth in employment,
population, housing,
retail sales, tax base,
healthcare
Accessibility and
school enrollment.
We will follow these
principles and values:
 Honesty
 Integrity
 Respect
 Professionalism
 Teamwork
and an appropriate
balance of
transparency and
confidentiality.
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Real 911 Call, “BELIEVE” it or
not….

Dispatcher: 9-1-1 What’s the
nature of your emergency?

Caller: My wife is pregnant
and her contractions are only two minutes apart.
Dispatcher: Is this her first
child?
Caller: No, you idiot! This is
her husband.

Dispatcher: 9-1-1
Caller: Yeah, I’m having trouble breathing. I’m all out of
breath. Darn….I think I’m
going to pass out!
Dispatcher: Sir, where are
you calling from?
Caller: I’m at a pay phone.
North and Foster.
Dispatcher: Sir, an ambulance is on the way. Are you
asthmatic?
Caller: No
Dispatcher: What were you
doing before you started
having trouble breathing?
Caller: Running from the Police!

Interest Remains Strong in Newton Housing:
Between 2011 and 2014 eleven housing units were permitted in that time frame.
From 2015-2017 the number of permits for new housing increased to 34. So far in
2018 four more have been permitted and five more are in the process. NHDC is confident more permits will be issued as the spring building season gets underway. Several builders continue to build spec homes in Newton, at Cardinal Ridge, Bradford
Estates, Fountain Hills, Fairmeadows North, and in a couple of remaining in-fill lots.
NHDC will hold a ribbon-cutting of their newest development area, Fairmeadows
North at 12 noon on April 13th at the corner of North 7th Ave. East and East 26th
Street North. There are 23 lots for sale in this sub-division. Six have already been
sold and two homes are currently under construction.

In planning for the future, NHDC Executive Director, Bruce Showalter recently announced NHDC close on an additional 70 plus acres north of Fairmeadows north and
just east of new Berg Middle School. Developers have already expressed interest in
this area. Showalter said, “The Newton Housing Initiative passed in 2014 is really
starting to pay-off. 44 units have qualified for the $10,000 cash incentive with 30 of
those homes already closed. Fourteen new families have moved to Newton.” In addition, several developers have expressed interest in building market-rate apartments.
Property Along First Avenue East Ready for Development:
The buildings are down between 1217 and 1337 First Avenue East in Newton. John
Gretlin acquired the property a few months ago and just recently completed taking
down the abandoned buildings. Gretlin hopes to develop the area much like he has
done in other parts of the community. Gretlin recently built the buildings occupied
by Kinetic Edge and Anytime Fitness on First Avenue East. Pictured above are before
and after pictures of the site.

