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Meisner Center Which Houses Many Businesses Gets a Facelift:
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Located just north of the Newton train depot at 200 North 8th Ave. East, the historic Parson’s
Manufacturing Facility continues to contribute to Newton’s rich legacy. Purchased in 1977 by
the Meisner family it has served as a base of operation for many Newton businesses over the
past 40 years. Realm, Inc., Nywick Sales, Progress Industries, Ambassador Steel, Woodland
Container, United Telephone, Rock Communications, The Pregnancy Center of Central Iowa,
Center Tennis Court and Meisner Electric were able to call the Meisner Center home at one
time. Rick Bazal, COO of the Meisner Center said, “We’ve been pleased to work with these
businesses throughout the years as their needs changed and grew. Today this legacy/
tradition continues as Townsend Crane, Brooker Mechanical, Multi Packaging and Printing,
House of Mercy, John Lee Photography, inMotion Dance Studio, Verizon and AT&T all have
operations at this 22 acre campus.”
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“What people may not know is the wide variety of adaptable space Meisner Center has in its
offering – office/clinic, studio, production/manufacturing, warehousing and outdoor space. It
also surprises people when they see the size of this facility,” said Janet Meisner Onnen.

Doug Spoon

This solid built facility recently finished extensive updating which included, new electrical,
LED lighting, roofing and painting. “It’s been quite a year and a half working with my husband
and sister to give this old gal a facelift,” said Pat Meisner Bazal.

NDC Staff

There’s currently 48,700 square feet of manufacturing/warehouse space available with minimum divisible of 10,800 square feet. There are 7 Dock High Doors and 3 Drive-In Doors.
There is also just under 11,000 square feet of office space. For more information go to
www.meisnercenter.com
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Businesses in Downtown Newton Taking Advantage of Improvement Grant Program:
To date, grants from the City of Newton have been awarded to 21 properties in the Historic
Downtown District, according to Erin Chambers, Planning and Zoning Director. The total
grants awarded totaled about $106,000. The private side has invested $156,000 resulting in
total work performed through the program of $262,000 in the downtown area. The program
was first established in 2016 and continues today.
Grants can be for:
Newton Main Street
Preservation Iowa

Community
“Old places foster
community by giving
people a sense of
shared identity
through landmarks,
history, memory, and
stories, by having the
attributes that foster
community, such as
distinctive character
and walkability, and
by serving as shared
places where people
meet and gather.”

Sign or Sign Removal
Non-historic Façade Removal
Façade Rehabilitation

Painting or Paint Removal
New Awning or Awning Removal
Architectural Fees

This program is a collaborative
effort of Newton Main Street and
the City of Newton. If you are considering applying for grant funds,
please contact Graham Sullivan at
the Newton Main Street office,
641-792-5545 grahamsullivan@gmail.com or Erin Chambers
at Planning and Zoning 641-7926622 erinc@newtongov.org.
Pictured is the Mace building located at 108 N. 2nd Ave. West that
recently took advantage of the
grant program. The building houses Brandi Mace Dental, and American Family Insurance, Bev Rossow Agency.

Economics
“Old places support a
sound, sustainable
and vibrant economy
that also fulfills deeper human needs of
continuity, identity,
belonging, and beauty.”
(source: “Why Do Old
Things Matter” savingplaces.org/stories)

Preserve Iowa Summit 2019
The Preserve Iowa Summit 2019 will be a three day conference coming to Newton June 6-8,
2019! This summit is the premier statewide annual conference for professionals, property
owners and volunteers involved in historic preservation in Iowa.

The three days will have presentations, tours, exhibits, catered meals, restaurant dining, and
more! In order to show the greatest level of hospitality, the Newton Historic Preservation
Commission will be seeking volunteers and sponsors to help with the event. Planning has
barely begun, and more detailed information is to come.
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Human Resources Offering
A way to connect

Mission
Statement
The Newton Development Corporation
strives to improve the
economic well-being of
the Newton community.
We accomplish this
through collaboration
with other community
stakeholders to increase investment in
Newton by retaining,
growing
and attracting business. Our success is
measured through
growth in employment,
population, housing,
retail sales, tax base,
healthcare
Accessibility and
school enrollment.
We will follow these
principles and values:
 Honesty
 Integrity
 Respect
 Professionalism
 Teamwork
and an appropriate
balance of transparency and confidentiality.
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Paraprosdokians
(Figures of speech in which
the latter part of a sentence
or phrase is surprising or unexpected and is frequently
humorous).
Winston Churchill loved
them.

Thomas Jefferson JA Volunteers:

Hayleigh Weatherly:
Dean Reed State Farm
Graham Sullivan:
Newton Main Street
Ann Leonard:
DuPont Pioneer
Kristi Meyer:
Principal Financial Group
Jeff Holschuh:
Advantage Credit Union
Lisa Sinnwell:
Principal Financial Group

Knowledge is knowing a tomato is a fruit. Wisdom is
not putting it in a fruit salad.
To steal ideas from one person is plagiarism. To steal
from many is research.
I didn’t say it was your fault,
I said I was blaming you.
You do not need a parachute
to skydive. You only need it
to skydive twice.
I used to be indecisive, but
now I’m not so sure.

Junior Achievement Volunteers Currently in Newton Schools are:

Vicki Wade—Edward Jones (Newton High School)
Bret Doerring—Edward Jones (Newton High School)
Jeff Price— Great Western Bank (WEST Academy)

Volunteering as a family

Children watch everything you do. By giving back to the community, you show them
firsthand how volunteering makes a difference and how good it feels to help other
people and animals and enact change. It’s also a valuable way for you to get to know
organizations in the community and find resources and activities for your children
and family. (source:www.helpguide.org)
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Maytag Corporate Campus Gets a New Name:

In renaming the former Maytag headquarters campus to Legacy Plaza,
DMACC was very mindful of the long heritage associated with the historic
buildings that make up the campus. At the same time, DMACC looks forward
to working with the community in honoring this legacy and building a new
future for the campus. The historic buildings 1 and 2 will continue to be part
of the Maytag Event Center and referred to as such. DMACC has been very
pleased with the community’s enthusiasm to rent the event facilities for weddings and other community activities. The rental of these facilities helps support the upkeep of the campus and its role as an important asset for Newton.
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Project Based Learning is a
teaching method in which
students gain knowledge
and skills by working for an
extended period of time to
investigate and respond to
an authentic, engaging and
complex question, problem,
or challenge.

Historical photo of Newton High
School most likely around
1940.
The continuum continues as
FLEDGE students create new
ways to innovate!
“Man’s mind stretched to a
new idea never goes back to its
original dimensions.”
-Oliver Wendell Holmes

FLEDGE
Newton High School
First FLEDGE class will help to develop the space and program

FLEDGE is the result of Bill Peters, Principal at Newton High School and four high
school teachers; Karla Cazett, Jodi Morgan-Peters, Justin Liston, and Tim Hemann
going above and beyond to understand how to create work based/project based
learning at Newton High. They were able to learn through Iowa BIG, a public
school that is a partnership of the CR Community School District, the College Community School District (Prairie), and the Linn-Mar Community School District.
These are Iowa Big core design principles:
Use student passion to drive deep learning and deliver core academic credits.
Engage students in authentic community projects, problems, and opportunities.
Connect students more deeply to the people and resources of their community.
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Cardinal Ridge Development Underway!
Historical Note:

Some of the first housing in
Newton…...
On August 17, 1846, the sale
of lots began. The highest
price was $37.00 and the
cheapest was $5.00. Twenty
-nine blocks of eight lots
each were placed up for sale.
(source:www.newtongov.or
g/229/History)
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