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May 27th, 2018 was Newton High School Graduation
(This article is based on Principal Bill Peters Commencement Speech)




90 students graduated with Honors including 8 Valedictorians
The class of 2018 scored well above the state average on their ACT for the 8 th straight
year.
15 kids at NHS have scored 30 or above on the ACT.

This group boasts those who have chosen to enter the military and join the armed forces and
we have 2 Eagle Scouts and a National Hispanic Merit Winner.
NHS is currently in the top 10 of all 4a schools in the Iowa Bankers Cup Challenge.
A competition based upon athletics, academics, and Fine Arts.
NHS was once again honored as a top performer in the US News Report based upon
multiple categories.
DECA sent 10 students to Atlanta Georgia to compete in the National Championships.
FFA continues to dominate sending a team to Kentucky for the National Convention.
Robotics Club had another great season and was recognized as the only team to achieve a
perfect score in Pr ogr am challenge competition and wer e r ecognized for the team with
the best community outreach in the entire league.
The Speech team continued to dominate this year sending 40 categories to State with over
half receiving a Division 1 rating. Our Speech team is HUGE!!
Battle of the Books won the Iowa High School Championships for the second consecutive
year!! NHS is now Back to Back state champions!!!
NHS Yearbook Media Staff Produced one of the Top Yearbooks in the state of Iowa! Taking
home Frist Place in Theme, Readers Services and Overall design. The team of editors have
traveled to California, Indiana, and Texas to attend yearbook conferences and master their
craft.
Several here today have already become certified in a skilled trade like carpentry or welding
CNA and the culinary arts Due to our DMACC Career Academy Several will start their careers immediately and a few have already begun their own businesses.
This class has earned 2700 college credits.
The class of 2018 has earned 2.2 Million in scholarships!!!
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The Cardinal Legacy in the Fine and Performing Arts is The Blood Drives at NHS are coordinated by
remarkable and this class bolstered that reputation:
members of the senior class each year. This
 The Cardinal Regiment kept us entertained with

Newtonian Yearbook
History
An excerpt from the 1914
Newtonian .
The mechanical and architectural drawing course
was established this year
and also a short drawing
course in all manual training classes. The students
taking these courses have
mastered many technical
difficulties.

Quote from 1985
Newtonian Yearbook.




their Show Back to the Future. The regiment
and the Wind Ensemble both earned their 6th
consecutive Division 1 rating at state competition.
The Jazz band now boasts 3 consecutive Division 1 ratings.
The drama department provided the community
with spectacular entertainment with their production of Lucky Logan and the 12th Street
Gang. as well as a great dinner theater.

is not a teacher lead project.
NHS Sustained over 500 Lives this year with
the blood drives.
Last year we had 6 Donors of Distinction this
year we have 16.
These students have given at least 5x before
graduation.
NHS is amongst the Top Blood Donor
schools in the State of Iowa.

 Close to a dozen from this class have already signed National Letters of intent to play at the col-

legiate level.
 27 of the teams or clubs have a collective GPA of 3.0 or better and have been recognized by the

Iowa High School Activities Association for their Academic Excellence.
This past year was possibly one of the worst in terms of Natural disasters. Hurricanes Irma and Maria pounded small island nations. Hundreds lost their lives and thousands lost their homes, the Cardinals responded. Our seniors lead fund raising efforts at the home ball games. They literally raised
Buckets of Money to be donated to the Disaster Relief efforts. No adult had to direct them or organize their efforts.
This was totally student driven.
This year the seniors raised thousands for:
This class understands
 The Homeless
how to care for one
 Human Trafficking Awareness
another and focus on
 Helped fight the Opioid Epidemic
what really matters.
 Help educate people from foreign lands
 At home they raise money to help the Animal Rescue League
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Housing Starts Remain Strong in Newton:
Cardinal Ridge:
The spec single family home is finished and only needing sod to complete the package,
while the spec duplex townhome is very close to final completion. Ground Breaker Homes
has their custom townhome framed and is now finish work. The formal Grand Opening
and Open House is slated for June 20th from 4:30-6:30 p.m.
Fairmeadows North Plat 8:
There are two custom homes nearing completion, another building permit has been issued.
Two other lots have seen sold, and three lots are under contract for later development.

Fountain Hills:
Another building permit has been issued, but construction has not begun.
Quail Ridge:
This spec home in Quail Ridge
(pictured to the right) is finished
and is for sale by Woodland
Construction. Also for sale are 3
starter homes built by Woodland
Construction located at 1022 S. 5th
Ave. E., 1124 S 5th Ave. E. and
315 E 12th St. S. These 3 homes
were built on D&D lots.

New Housing Survey Completed:
The Newton Development Corporation (NDC) and the Newton Housing Development
Corporation (NHDC) created a short 7 question housing survey that went out to our
employers who shared the survey with their employees.
We were hoping for 50 to 75 responses, but were surprised when 286 people returned their
surveys. Some of the highlights from the survey, showed that 79% would like to own
rather than rent if they move to Newton. 50% said they would like a 3 bedroom home, with
28% saying 4 bedroom and 20% a 2 bedroom home. When asked if they would like to
have public transportation options available 33% said “yes.” The final question on the
survey was – What kind of services are a must for you? The top 4 listed where:
A variety of restaurants
84.62%
Great schools
76.57%
Outdoor recreation
75.87%
Health Care access
70.28%
The information was shared with developers in a series of meetings we had and will also
be shared with, the City of Newton, The Greater Newton Area Chamber of Commerce, and
Newton Main Street.

Mission
Statement
The Newton Development Corporation
strives to improve the
economic well-being of
the Newton community.
We accomplish this
through collaboration
with other community
stakeholders to increase investment in
Newton by retaining,
growing
and attracting business. Our success is
measured through
growth in employment,
population, housing,
retail sales, tax base,
healthcare
Accessibility and
school enrollment.
We will follow these
principles and values:
 Honesty
 Integrity
 Respect
 Professionalism
 Teamwork
and an appropriate
balance of
transparency and
confidentiality.
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ED TIDBITS….







Phoenix Investors, owners of Plant Two are in the process of leasing 150,000 square
feet of space to a farm chemical company. The former Maytag Plant is now 65% occupied. Twelve companies are now leasing space in the facility.
We continue to work with a company that has Newton on the “short list” for a soybean
processing plant.
A trucking company from Utah has inquired about some land to move his company from
Utah to Iowa. Most of his customers are in the Midwest
We continue to have strong interest from a couple of Iowa based companies looking at
space at Legacy Plaza.
Work continues on the corporate office and warehouse buildings for Van Maanen Electric. The new facility will be located just south of Walmart. (Pictured below).

Say What?


The easiest way to
find something lost
around the house is to
buy a replacement.



All of us could take a
lesson from the weather. It pays no attention
to criticism.



Did you ever notice
that when you blow in
a dog’s face, he gets
mad at you, but when
you take him on a car
ride, he sticks his head
out the window?

Centre for Arts & Artists Gift Shop has EXPANDED Hours!
Beginning June 1st:
Friday 10-2
Saturday 10-2

By appointment:
call Terri Ayres: 641.792.4330


Does pushing the elevator button more than
once make it arrive
faster?

VISIT ON YOUR LUNCH
HOUR
At
501 West 3rd Street North

